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t !w)ple and commodities linking Afghani- 
~i.tli. Iran. ; ~ n d  Pakistan and especially the 
11io\ cnient ol'capital in this triangle tliroi~gli 
I I I ?  in\titution of hr~\l,oltr (trxlitional <!.s- 
rcrii tot. the transfer of money ancl credit) 
,i110 the agent!, of ho~~~olcrtltrr- (individu:~l 
\ \  ho i~nple~nents  the tlw~st'er of money ~und 
c~.c.~iit) are described and analy/,ed. 

The. hook conti~ins t o ~ ~ r  appc~idices. ol 
\ \  liich tw,o are especially noteworthy. .4p- 
~pc "~d~x  2 offers a very useful 2nd \Irti~aIIy 
error-free glossary of local terms and con- 
cepts. Appendix 3 i\ a seal bonu\: it offers 
ttie tl.anslation into Ensli.;Ii f'rom Hararagi 
(the local vari~~nt  ofAfghan Farsi in Ha/rajat) 
o l a  transcription ol'a tktpeci niu-rativc ol'the 
t r ~ ~ \ . e l  account  ot Ahdul  Ahmacl f rom 
Hac.ar;l.j:~t to T'ehrari through Baluche\tan. 
Zahcdan. and Mashhad. The narraii\:e is re- 
plete with important etlinoprapliic int'orma- 
tion about the co~nplexities and challenges 
the Hural-a migrants l'acc i l l  their quest to 
create arid maintain. tliro~tgh kin\hip and 
Iriznd>hip. ec.ononiic and cultural relation- 
\ h i l f i  hetween their parent conlmuriity in 
Hi~/r;lji~t and locations h e y o ~ ~ d  the borders 
of Afgh:rnistan. In these appendices. a \  
t l i ~ ~ o ~ ~ g l ~ o u t  the stu&. Alessantlro Monxutti 
cienionstrates fluent competence in local 
language. a con~petericc that anchor.; the 
integrity of his c t h~~og~- ;~phy .  For this alone 
I\'III. r111r1 ~\li!<l-o/iori occi~pies a unique place 
alllong Westc.1-n ethnographies ol' Atrhani- 
st;un. 

Those l'amiliar w ~ t h  pre\ ious ethno- 
21-apliic I\ ritirlgs a b o ~ ~ t  t l ~e  Ha/.;~ra (and other 
ethnic and t~ iha l  comniunitiez ill Afghani- 
.ran) can cltarly see nha t  difference the 
combiliation of sound theory and creatiI.2 
nlrtliodolog! and research techniq~1c.s to- 
~et l iel .  with the researcher'\ competence in 
Ioc,al culture - especially local language 
- niakcs in the quality ol'their anthropo- 
lrlnici~l reprehenta t ions .  .Alessandro 
\11111\~1tti's Ikr. (11111 itlig1.1ifio11 is by far the 
I ~ L \ L  ~*rl~nogr:~ph! of the Ha/aras and argil- 
. ~ t i I !  ;11iio11g the liniitcd Western c t h ~ i o -  
- I . I I ~ ~ I I L ~  \\riting\ about Afghanistan -- vir- 
. ! . : I !  , 1 1 1  oi~t\icle the United States - that 

. ~ ; ~ l c i ~ ~ i t a ~ i ~ ~ n a t e c l  b> American l'oreign 
: . ~ ~ r ~ \ ~ ~ l c . r , ~ t i o ~ i ~  and Cold War itieol- 

o g .  This is a n  ou~standing contribution to 
the anthropology ofI\l'gIi:uiista~~ i111d to refu- 
gee and migration \tuilies in  the glohal con- 
icxt. Ittit. cirrtl Mi;.nrriorr sets new scholarly 
standards for ethnographic integrity i n  Af- 
ghanistan s t ~ ~ d i e s .  It is indispensuhlc read- 
ing 1'~)1. scholars and others interested in  .4f- 
ghani\tan ar~cl the \ul.rouniting rcgicln. 

Contliet in Afghanistan: Studies in Asym- 
metric 1Yarfare. by Martin F.\\:~ns. New 
York: Ko~~tlet lge.  7005. 178 pages. Maps 
and figures. Notes to p. 189. Sel. hibl. to p. 
192. Index to p. 198. S h i .  

Conflic~t ill ,?f;./iorri.\trii~ describe.; and 
discusses t-our attempt\ by great powers to 
occupy A f ~ h a n i s t ; ~ ~ ~  ant1 to shape its polity 
i n  a n a y  that increases their inlluence: The 
Firs t  and Second  Anglo-At'ghan Wars 
( 1838-41. 1878-80). the Soviet-Afghan War 
(1979-80). and the Anierican occupation 
1200 I -present). The author also briefly dis- 
cusses the events ofthe Third Anglo-Afghan 
War ( 19 19) while acknowledging that. 
uh i le  it could al3o clualify as asy~ilmetric 
\v;~rfare. i t  is dif'erent fro111 the other four 
contlic~ts in \vhich the weaker side was re- 
sisting occupation. 

The book relies ~nost ly on correspon- 
dence and archival material for the chapters 
dealing with the Anglo-Afghan wars and on 
published niemoirs and secondary sources 
Sor the chapters dealing with the Soviet and 
A m e r ~ c a n  occupat ions .  T h e  choice  of  
sources explain\ the tone ant1 style of the 
book. The chapters on the British invasions 
are about British leaders with poor judg- 
ment underestimating the At'ghan I~undscape. 
While Ewans explores the intentions. op- 
tions. 31id limitation\ of the British tieci- 
sion makers. he leaves the reader uncertain 



about why dit'fere~rt Afghan tribes. lcacicrs. 
or chieftains d o  what they do. Afghans conie 
itcross as n o  more than another daunting 
irspect of the forbidding landscape. ~ i o t  as 
the strategic actors who outdid the British. 
Readers v fo thers tud~es  of Afghan conflicts 
such as Gilles Douonsoro'i  Rrvol~ltiotl U I I -  
r ~ i d i r ~ x  and Barnett Rubin's F~clglnrntcltic~lz 

of A f , y l i c ~ ~ l i . s t c ~ l l  might wonder whether the 
cotnples Afghan social structure played a 
role in those event\ - a role that the author 
siniply niissed.' 

The chapters on the Soviet and Ameri- 
can occupations of Afghaniitan also suffer 
from this shortcoming: The author focuses 
on the decision makers from Pakistan. the 
Soviet Union, and the United States. Tliosc 
chapters pro\,ide a good condensed diplo- 
matic history and a chronicle of key ba~tles. 
but they understate the rolc of the Afgh;~n\ 
thernselve\. The a~rthor's I'ocus on the im- 
portance of "jihaci" ancl reference to the At'- 
ghans'  martial ethos (pp.  17 1-72)  d o  not 
suffice to explain why Afghans sonictimes 
resist forcign occupation but toler:lte i t  at 
other times (year one of the fir,st Anglo-Af- 
yhan War and the first two years of the Ameri- 
can occupation). Afghan local leaders. not 
only party and national leaders. nlust he 
considered a\ strategic actors to adequi~tely 
understand the evolution of those contlicts. 

This book leaves the reader wishing for 
more analysih from the author. par t ic~~lar ly 
because he rightlq tells u h  [hat both the 
Russians and Hritiil? failed to learn froni 
previous attenlpts to occ i~py  Afghanistan 
and establish loyal reyiriies. The three pre- 
\riou\ attempts b!. fol-eigri p ~ \ \  er\  to reshape 
the Afyhan ~x)lit! suggcsr that such attempts 
fail dramatically a n J  as? \er! cost11 for the 
occupying power. TIic autlior does not seem 
to fear that such will bc the oLltcome of the 
American "inter\,entio~i." as lie  all\ it. but 
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he lails to tell L I \  1\11> t h ~ \  U O L I I ~  be thc 
cahe. It' li~\tor! cloc\n't m,ittc~-. tllen \\ h! juu- 
tapo\e four epi\oclc'\ ot tol.c'~?li O C C H ~ ; I ~ I O I ~  

of Afghanistan in .i t ~ ~ l l ,  .irlcl 1;i111ent tlle 
failure of otlicrs to I ~ ; I I . I I  T S L ~ I I I  I [ "  I t  hi\to~.! 
docs matter. then \\ 11) I IOL  JI',I\\ rile uorr i -  
some Iessoris 11 \uygc\l. ' I t  [lie .Amenii~n 
occupation is ditter-c'nt ti-0111 I ( ~ L I \  onc'\. 
then why not tell us \4Iiat ni,lhc\ I [  Jittc~'c'nt'.' 

Instead of ;1rlsac1.111? \ t l i l i  Llr.sc.iir c ~ i ~ c \ -  
tions. the hook's conclus~on ~~ntc~rtun~lts l !  
digresses into tlioiisht\ on ho\\ rhc. \\'c\t 
sho~~lc i  cie~ll with al-Qa'lda a llilc \ ~ ~ g g c \ t -  
i ~ i g  that a gra.sp of Afghaii histor) i \  a \ o u n d  
ba.sis tor a hctter ~~otlers tanding ol' the non- 
Afghan al-Qu'ida. Many educatetl ~.eutler\ 
will likely disagree with this assurnptioli. 

This book will mostly interest tlioie \\ lio 
\vant to e\aluate the prohahilit! ot ' the ~ L I L , -  

cess of the current foreign inter\e~itiori 111 

Afghanistan on their own. to read a cori- 
denscd diplomatic history i~nti ch~.oniclc\ 
of past battles in Al'glianistan. or. to :ail1 a 
basic understanding of the periods ut ,At'- 
ghun tiistory i t  co\  ers. 
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The Israel-Palestine ('onflirt: A Hundred 
Years of War, hl  James 1,. Gel\-in. C a ~ n -  
bridge. UK and New )i)rk: Cambridge 1'11i- 
versity Prcss. 2005. u + 256 page.;. 22 illus- 
trations. l I maps. Gloss. to p. 708. Tinlclilic' 
to p. 273. Bios. to p. 277. Irideu to p. 294. 
S 6 5  cloth: B22.C)C) paper. 

With thc aim of providing ";I i 1 )11111~1-  

l i n ~ .  accessible, and L I ~ - ~ O - ~ ~ ~ ' - I I I O I I I C ' I ~ I  11:  

troduction for .;ti~clents and sene1 .il I - , - , ~ ~ I  
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